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Guatemala Reds 
\ Are Still Weak 

_ (Copley News Service) 

GUATEMALA CITY — Could 
another Vietnam develop in 
Guatemala? Not at this stage 
of the revolutionary game, say 
Guatemalan and foreign ; ob- 
servers alike. 

“The Communists just do not 
have it,” is the way one mili- 
tary man put it. 

The Reds do not have the 
people in the cities behind 
them. They have no peasant 
. base. And they lack the kind 
, of backing from Havana, Mos- 
i cow or Peking that they would 
' need even to get started. 

1 Guatemala’s 5 million people 
. are, for the most part, sup- 

• porting President Julio Cesar 

• Mendez Montenegro, the 45- 
' year-old law professor who was 
i voted into this Central Amer- 
' ican country’s highest elective 
! post March 6, 1968, after his 
, older brother, the Revolutionary 
■ Party standard-bearer, died, al- 
legedly by his own hand. 

. Guatemala’s peasants are dis- 
. trustful of outsiders. They look 
n even askance at Guatemalans 
’'l from the cities and towns. 




